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newly-created; hence the cosmogonic myth is a speaking
symbol for the final result of the tapas exercise. In the
almost exclusively introverted direction of the Indian
religious exercise the new adaptation to the object has,
of course, no significance, but it persists as unconsciously
projected cosmogonic myth doctrine, without achieving
any practical reorganization of life. In this respect the
Indian religious attitude stands, as it were, diametrically
opposed to the Christian attitude of Western lands ; since
the Christian principle of love is extraverted and absolutely
demands the outer object. The former principle gains the
riches of knowledge, the latter the fullness of works.
In the concept of Brahman there is also contained the
concept of Rita (right course), the regulated order of the
world. In Brahman, as the creative essence and founda-
tion of the world, things come upon the right way, since
in It they are eternally dissolved and recreated; out of
Brahman proceeds all development upon the ordered way.
The concept of Rita leads us on to that of Tao in Lao-
Tze, Tao is the right way, law-abiding ordinance, a
middle road between the opposites, freed from them and
yet uniting them in itself. The purpose of life is to
travel this middle path and never to deviate towards the
opposites.
The ecstatic factor is entirely absent with Lao-Tze; it
is replaced by a superior philosophic clarity, an intellectual
and intuitive wisdom obscured by no mystical haze; a
wisdom which presents what is simply the highest attain-
able to spiritual superiority, and therefore also lacks the
chaotic element in so far as the air it breathes is distant
as the stars from the disorder of this actual world. It
tames all that is wild, without purifying and transforming
it into something higher,
One could easily object that the analogy between
Schiller's train of thought and these apparently remote